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for the space of less than four hundred: years had 80 .com | 
fromthe true: way, what oan be expected of the she! 


in the mide of hoaren inthe 
first: reference. John makes ‘to what. should: 


who revealed. the. Gospel: to: Joseph: Smith;: 
ne ght.is identical with what John saw in ‘his: . What 
angel-brought the everlasting Gospel to theearth,and itis ape 
in nearly every nation at.the present time, and 
others in the due time of the Lord. 
3 


; 
4 
hs 
LASS 
a 
4. 
4 
> 


isinatl jedgovl soa aod W 


ih $00 when the: 
the 


: 
; 
: ‘ 
| ain ite; ordinances. Savior said. His apostles, “ye, have = 
. 
Shall take up:serpents ; Dy. a 
re 
paw. having the.ev 
judgment is come. A part of their message to.menking warn.them 


168 LAPTER-DAY SATIS’ 


rumors of ware” are heard of every day: | 
and earthquakes, in divers places” ‘are reported quite frequen 

When the Prophet Daniel interpreted ‘dreamt: 
declared that the Lord had shown this king tn his dream what ‘sheeld 
comé'to ‘pass in the last days. After describing the image: whieli Nebe- 
_chadnerzar saw, and explaining the meaning thereof—that'it 
his kingdom and the kingdoms that should succeed it down ‘through time 
till after the breaking up of the Roman empiré into’ ten kingdoms, as 
represented by the ten toes of the image—he said: *And in'the days of 
these kings” (meaning the ten kings) “shall the God of heaven set ups 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” This prophecy was certainly 
not fulfilled at Christ’s first coming, for that event was not in the days of 
those kings spoken of, but was a long time before. Christ’s first conving 
was not in the last days, for about nineteen centuries have elapsed ‘sines 
His birth. The prophecy must have had reference, 'as it plainly states, to 
the last days, at the time when Christ should make trie second appearance 
—when he should come to “reign for ever and ever.” Johi’s prophesy 
that “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of éur Lérd, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever,” ‘is identical with 
that of Daniel, wherein he gays “And in the days of thes¢ kings shal? the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” Now» 
if these prophecies are accepted as true it mast be admitted that Ged's 
kingdom is to be established on the earth in the last days; and if there t% 
@ necessity for it to be set up anew in the last days it must be because i 
has not continued to exist from the time the Savior first declared daring 
His ministry on the earth that the “kingdom of heavenisat hand.” Again, 
if the prophecies of the scriptures are to be fulfilled, the Lord’s seeond 
coming is to be announced or preceded by a fore-ranner, asin the days of 
His first coming. Through the Prophet Malachi the Lord says: “behold, 
I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his tempte.”| The Savior 
Himself said to His disciples in Jerusalem that “this Gospel of the king 
dom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto.all nations,” 
and then should the end come. The same thing is foretold by John the 
Revelator when he declared that he saw an angel fly m. the midst at 
heaven, “having the everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. If | 
these predictions are to be folfilled it is evident thet an authorised fiore- 
ranner of Christ is to appear. 

Theclaim that Joseph Smith was a prophet epee: the 
last dispensation of the Gospel or the “dispensation of the fullness of 
times,” as Paul terms it, is not based upon these few predictions that 
have’ been fulfilled through him. But the fulfillment of these and the 
subsequent fulfillment of other predictions, and the remarkable fulfillment 
of his own proplrecies, and the character of the work he has established, 
make the chain of evidence to his divine mission sostrong that is cortainly 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


| to have destroyed 9,000 houses. There were, 
however, so personal injuries. 

Traction Oompany, Philadelphia. 

The Manzanillo cegan et the New York Sun telegraphs that on the 28th ult, 
the Cubans under General Calixto Garcia defeated « Spanish convoy commanded by 
General Vara del Ray, capturing the provisions, some pieces of artillery, 800 rifles, and 


te the embarrassment of paper money, the desirability of revising the coinage, 
ond the necessity for the severest economy in all pnblic 

He expressed the hope that tariff legislation for revenue purposes would 
be dealt with at the. castiost possible moment, and oh foreign —— a highly 


telegram from the governor of to the 
Im Poonak the plague was still very prevalent, and showed no sign of diminution. In 
Bendora the number of cases had decreased. Ta Cooris and Bhiwandi there was an 
th plague decthe fr the week wore 200 


almost unparalleled in point of area affected and fury Burst on Thureday 
Great Lakes and North Tennessee. In some caser, moreover, there seema to have been 
& species of hurricane, Immense damage was caused by floods in Ohio, Indiava, and 
Tiineis. The creeks speedily became raging rivers, and overflowed the entire lowlands, 
weshing away the railways in some cases, and generally interrupting communications. 
Several tewns are now almost half under water. Several wrecks have occurred, princi- 
on the lakes. Cincinnati and Indiarapolis have both suffered severely. Loss of 
distelotw, but, until the waters settle 
establish the aggregrate death-roll 


day night, led to any overt display of force. Captain Amoretti, commanding the mixed 

vice-consul that be must leave at the very first opportunity. The vice-consul replied 
that the would submit only to force, and an intimation was given that force would be 


part im the avcraive measures only in the event of the Powers. being 
regarda Austria, a battalion at Trieste has received orders to mobilise in order to leave 


a _ ‘The,enthusissm shown by the Greeks in America for the action of the mother country 
ft to Crete is very marked. Tt is understood that there are 5,000 Greeks in the 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 11,1897 


PERVERTING THE SCRIPTURES. _ 


A werrer in Public Opinion, in its issue of February 19, 1897, makes some 
comments on the remarks of Bishop Ryle. Who the writer is or who 
Bishop Ryle is we do not know, but it is evident that both are-quite 
ignorant of the subject they attempt to explain, as will be discovered “by 
reading what they have to say. The following is what was published in 
the above mentioned journal: 
“In Rishop Ryle’s expository thoughts on St. John’s Gospel he expresses | 
himself in the following terse manner on the statement that. ‘Jesus him- 
self baptized not, but His disciples.’ He says: “The expression used here 
is a very remarkable one. In reading it we seem irresistibly led’ to on 
conclusion. The conclusion is that baptism is not the principal part o! 
Christianity, and that to baptize is not the Ae 2 ‘thing ‘for whi 


dad 


Christian ministers are ordained. Fre uently we read of our Lord - 
ing and praying. Once we read of His instituting and admi ing 
the Lord’s Supper; but we have not a single instance recorded of His ever 
baptizing anyone, And here we are distinctly told that it was @ subordin- 
ate work, which He left to others.’ Bishop Ryle proceeds: ‘Baptism was 
never meant to be exalted to the position which some denominations how- 
adays assign to it in religion. It does not act asa charm: It:does: not 
necessarily convey the grace of the Holy Ghost. The benefit-of it depends 
greatly on the manner in which it is used. The doctrine and:the language 
employed about it in some pe are utterly inconsistent. with. the: facts 
announced in the text. If 

mever have been told that ‘ 


- It is remarkably strange how professed teachers of the religion of Christ 
will coincide or agree with each other in misinterpreting the plain sayings 
of the Divine Master, and how they will seek to justify, themselves in 
rejecting the counsel of God. Baptism may not be “the,principal part of 
Christianity,” but according to the teachings of the Savior, it:is'one of the 
most important ordinances of the Gospel; and nowhere im His'teachings 
are we “distinctly told that it was a subordinate work:” ° On'the’contrary, 
He emphatically declared that “Except a man be born of ‘water;” (that is, 
baptized in water,) “and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 5 
God.” The assertion that “we have not a single instance recorded of His 
ever baptizing anyone,” is misleading, for John says, as recorded jin the 
22nd verse of the 3rd chapter of his Gospel. ‘‘After these things: came 


might also have appealed to the Apostie Paul who, in I Corinthians 1: 
14, thanks God that he had bapt only two persons. Now, if baptism 
conferred spiritual Smear or necessarily conveyed: Divine . grace, 
3 surely St. Paul would have spoken and acted altogether differently.” . ..: 


Jesus and his disciples into the land of Juda; and there he tarried with 
them and baptised.” How could He engage in baptizing and yet not 
baptize anyone? 

If it is true, as stated in the 2nd verse of the following chapter of John’s 
Gospel that “Jesus himself baptized not, but His disciples,” there is no 
ground for declaring it to be a “subordinate work.” The Savior in all 
His teachings makes it clear that baptism is a very essential ordinance to 
be obeyed. In the 7th chapter and 30th verse of Luke, it is stated that 
“the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, 
being not baptised.” In the 28th chapter and 19th verse of Matthew these 
words of the Savior are recorded: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” Again, in the 16th chapter, 15th and 16th verses of Mark His 
words are: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth, and is hapsinsil shall be he 
not shal] be damned.” 

- The reference made to the saying of the Apostle Paul, as atenia in I 
Corinthians, lst chapter and 14th verse, is also a perversion of. scripture. 
Paul does not say as the above quoted writer charges him with saying, he 
thanks God that he had baptized only two persons. . Speaking to the 
contentious Corinthians, he says, “I thank God that I baptized none of 
but Crispusand Gaius.” Then he states his reason: “Lest any should 
say that | had baptized in mine own name.” It appears from the fore 
part of the chapter that the people he was addressing were divided, and 
some were of Paul, some of Apollos, some of Cephas and some of Christ. 
Paul admits that he baptized also “the household of Stephanas,” but says 
he does not know whether he baptized any other. Even if Paul did but 
little baptizing himself he well knew that it was a very essential principle 
of the Gospel, and advocated it as such. It is impossible for ‘a believer in 
the Bible to convince himself that baptism is not essential; and he may 
as well honestly confess that he does not believe in the words of the 
Savior as to say that baptism is of but little importance. EC. P.. 


_ INFLUENCE OF J OSEPH SMITHS TEACHIN Gs. 


Exper W. E CuaRK, who is laboring as a Traveling Elder in the London 


Conference, writes: 

| 18, ander the ‘Belief in Miracles; it 
is stated that the Co qationslists of California had arrived at the con- 
clusion that they believed in miracles. Mention is also made of the fact 
pong ‘the event is wicker | for a full acce ce of the Mormon doctrine 
on this point, as. upon other Gospel principles.’ 

“I bave been forcibly reminded of the truth of this statement, in two or 
three instances just recently. In a sermon by the Rev. T. de Witt Foren 
entitled ‘Women as Soap! published in the Christian Globe, Febru 
4, 1897, a copy of which I forward you under separate cover, you’ 
notice that he es the Mormon doctrine of ‘the eternity of the marri- 
age covenant.’ gent eman in his bitter tirades 
‘against aad thereby bas loan been led to in vestigate some of their 
doctrine, and thereby mows a little of the a 
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| “Om page 366 of the same pa Pape in the ‘Multani in Parvo’ bea roma 
‘The Methodist. Episcopal Church of; Amorim 

the prohibition of rebaptism in the case of an adult pian ata w Dis 

satisfied with his baptism in — _ Thus do they learn* ‘the’ ‘truth 


ttle by little.” ef 32 
‘What the Rev. Mr. Talmage says in the above mentioried — 
ing marriage for eternity, is the following: TOT 


“Tf stand before women to-day who have the eternal salvation of’ théte 
husbandsin their right hand. On the marriage day you took a vow Before 
men and angels that you would be faithful and: until death did - you 
part, and I believe you are going to keep that vow, but after that. hi 
at the grave, will it be an eternal separation! Is there any such hing. 
an immortal marriage, waking the flowers that grow on the 
sepulchre brighter than the oo which at the oe. vp of te 
high God the air with aroma? I stand here as a priest-of the’ ni 
to proclaim the banns of an immortal union for all: one sane 


light of truth revealed through the Josepli: Smith:i is 
ally dawning upon the world. It is evident that all the doctrines ihe 

Asael Smith, the grandfather of the Prophet Joseph, hist the. latbex’s 
birth had a premonition that one of his descendants should become a great 
leader of men, and he made this remarkable prediction: “It has been 
borne in upon my soul that one of my descendant will promulgate a work 
to revolutionize the world of religious faith.” This. peoenenge ig oe 
— fulfilled, and will yet be fulfilled: most je 
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“ONE OF THE SIGNS: THAT FOLLOW. THE BELIEVERS. 


Bg.ow is a letter which we have received, and which contains, A. ple 
testimony to the truth of the promise of Christ that signs should follaw 
the believers in His Gospel: did ails 


oO rs eason aD on Su arc 
by the power of God, after being to my bed or years 
ing greatly with pains in my head, etc., [ was enabled to and walk 
into the next room, where I partook of refreshments eal ap for six 
free from since the Pain me, which was 

ore their hands were remov rom my head am n 

e, and have been brought up in the Church. of En; gland’ of 
Rid ders named came to labor in this district, I have had gland. Bin 
sations with ¢ which, with of of ‘books, bas enabled-m¢d to: brave 
faith to believe that God would instruments for, my 
recovery. I am not a member of the Church of Jesus Chriat of Lattar- 


Castle Hill, Warwick, March 9, 1897, 


rit 


7 


President of the Leeds in reporting 
the: Conference for the month of February, says: 


held bmptiom at Leeds on Saturday er persone. weee 
added to the fol pee si pars 
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aad bas a. 


the married men -is an aged 


and one 
family, who; are all very favorable, and we expect more will be with us 
before very Jong d the brethren tracting report 
é have a number o investi tors an t e brethren in 


Elder Charles Peterson, President of the Irish Conference, adds this to 
his last monthly report of the Conference: 
| ra am: pleased. to state that last night we had the pleasure of admitting 
Pow.00 converts into the fold of Christ. We had a splended time at 
pe ésday evening meetin ng — before the baptisms, and the Spirit 
of the Lord was felt to a mark 
“You will see by our report that Ss have been no meetings held i in the 
country So, far the elders have not been a apie to procure any 
ae to hold méetings in, but we hope before the end of another month to 
erald the news of the restoration of the everlasting Gospel and Sec 
iy capyncaeea eas their streets, if they will not open their houses 1 ‘to us.” 
Président John D. Peters, of the Welsh Conference, writes : fest 
“Since our Conference we have held two district meetings: one on the 
first Monday in February in the Masonic Hall, at Pontypridd. Ham meet- 


ing ‘was very successful.. One thing in connection with it worth 
tion iis the fact that a Mr. John ompson, of Pontypridd, paid the bal 


he e second meeting was held at Ystrad, Rhondda, on February 28. As 

to number in attendance and interest thanifested, this was more of a suc- 

cess than ee first. On Monday, March 1, after counsel meeting the 

held an open-air mop on the Bridgend Square, which was 

attended by a lar of among whom were several minis- 
an ex-M.P. .A very favorable im pression was made. | 

so far, our monthly district meetings are an entire suc- 

Senge apie one will be held at Ponty pool, Moamoathshire, on Mabons 

Tn districts the Elders have commenced to hold out: 

dove-mentings, | Daring the past month, 18 such meetings have been held 

in’ the ‘Nottingham, 7in the Maiwhester, 5 in the Sheffield, 1 in the Nor- 

wich, and ‘iin the Birmingham Conference district. Each Conference 

district réports a large number of tracts distributed during the month of 


February, besides those reported have ‘been 


ARR} named Elders arrived in on 
10, 1897, per American Line steamer Waesland: For the British Mission— 
Thomas Leishman, Wellsville; W. H. Toone, Croyden; Albert Glover, 
East Jordab: For the Scandinavian Mission—G. A. Brands, Salina ; E. 
Lundberg, Wn. O. Hansen, Logan. 


released from: laboring as a the to 
return home March 18,1897... 

Goold: has been honorably ase 
Elder in the Manchester Conference to return home Marci 18; 1887.05.) 
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_. Alexander Street has been honorably released from laboring asa Travel- 
ing Elder in the Sheffield Conference to return home March 18, 1897. 
Thomas Leishman and W. H. Toone have been appointed to labor aS 
Traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference. | 
Albert Glover has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Sheffield Conference. | 


NorwicH ConFERENCE Notice.—The Norwich Conference of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on Sunday, March 21, 
1897, in Gordon Hall, Duke Street, Norwich. Meetings will begin at 10:30 


THE HEBREW SABBATH. 


Tue Christian Endeavor for January, this year, contains an article upon 
the Sabbath question, the contents of which should be widely known. In 
it the claim is put forth that the Jewish Sabbath during the Mosaic dis- 
pensation was not, as commonly believed, Saturday, but a changeable day, 
as every festival observed on a fixed date necessarily must be. This view 
is advocated by Rev. S. W. Gamble of the South Kansas conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Ata first glance it certainly appears absurd, 
but when the argument in favor of it is more closely considered, it assumes 
a different aspect. Should it, on thorough examination, be found to be 
correct, the discovery may unhesitatingly be pronounced a most important 
one, as settling forever the controversy between those who observe the 
Christian Sabbath and the clamorers for a return to the Mosaic ordinances. 

Briefly stated, Rev. Gamble’s argument is as follows: The Jewish 
ecclesiastical year commenced on the first of Nisan or Abib. But accord- 
ing to the law of Sabbaths (Lev. 23) the fifteenth, twenty-second and 
twenty-ninth of that month always were Sabbaths, and as six secular 
days were to intervene between each Sabbath the year round, it follows 
that the Sabbath day would fall.in rotation on every day of the week, just 
as our Christmas day or the fourth of July does. 

The law concerning the Sabbath was that on that day no ante should 
be done. But it was also by the law prescribed that on the 10th of Abib 
the Jewish families should arrange for the eating of the passover, select a 
suitable lamb, and soon. On the 14th of the same month the lamb should 
be killed, dressed and prepared for the Sabbath. On the 16th the first 
ripe grain was waved in the temple and the harvest began, But it is 
evident that these dates would frequently fall on Saturday, as can be | 
demonstrated by any calendar. The conclusion is therefore seemingly 
unavoidable that though every seventh day always was Sabbath, every 
Saturday was not. Otherwise the Jews were in the peculiar position of 
being both commanded and forbidden to do work on some of their Sab- 
baths—a difficulty that does not exist if the theory is accepted that every 
seventh day, not every Saturday, was the weekly Sabbath. aii 

There was another peculiarity about the Jewish Sabbath. Asctrding 
to Lev. 23, the people were instructed to proclaim “the morrow after the 
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seventh Sabbath” a day of: holy convocation. The ‘seventh week there- 
fore: had: two Sabbaths, making a complete cycle of fifty days. ‘This fact 
throws the first day of the week, and consequently also the seventh, one 
day ‘further forward than it was before the passover. The same rule 
obtained regarding Sabbath years. Every seventh year was a year of 
rest, but when forty-nine years were completed the fiftieth was also a 
Sabbath year; or year of jubilee. The seventh week of years consisted of 
re years, two of which were Sabbath years. | 

The conclusions are: | 

- The weekly Sabbath of the Jews was instituted in commemoration nad 
the deliverance from Egypt on the 15th of Abib. This date was therefore 
always a Sabbath and the others were counted from it. 

Each week contained six secular days, and one, and sometimes two 
Sabbaths. 

The first day of the week was the day following the single or double 
Sabbath. 

The question remains how and when the Hebrew nation came to adopt 
Saturday as their weekly Sabbath. Mr. Gamble thinks that if the subject 
were inquired into the custom could be traced no farther back than between 
the fourth and second centuries after Christ. ‘Dr. Hirsch, a Jewish rabbi, 
asserts, however, that there are documents proving that the custom dates 
still farther back, but he also admits that originally the Sabbaths were on 
fixed dates instead of a certain day of the week, as we now count the 
days. 

The subject is, to say ‘the leant, exceedingly interesting and deserves a 
thorough investigation.— Deseret News. : 


THE ISLAND OF ORETE. 


‘Betrrer known in classic history as, Candia, and famous for its hundred 
cities, its labyrinth, and the legend of the Minotaur, and its centre Mount 
Ida, the island of Crete has witnessed ‘more of war than perhaps any 
other spot on the globe. The first. to take it from the-Greeks were the 
Saracens in 823, but they lost it to its origina] owners again in 961. Venice, 
then in the’ zenith of her power, purchased it in 1204, the inhabitants, 
however, rising in rebellion, and only being subdued in 1364. After 
standing a siege of twenty-four years, during which some 300,000 men 
perished, it surrendered to the Turks in 1669, and since then, with the 
exception of ten years dating from 1830, when it was ceded to Egypt, it 
has been, in spite of desperate atruggles for freedom, ruled, by the sultans. 
A persecution of Christians in 1859 by the Moslems brought about a long 
and determined struggle for independence, and in 1866 the Cretan General 
Assembly, proclaimed the abolition of Turkish authority...This struggle 
continued with varying success until 1869, when the Provisional Govern- 
ment surrendered and Omar Fenizi was appointed governor by the sultan. 
Another ‘insurrection ‘took place in 1877, and early in 1878 union with 
Greece was proclaimed.: The’ Berlin Treaty, by declaring for the enforce- 


d 
L 
~ 


